
15.6m 
Around

people in the world 
inject drugs.2

 1 in 3
HCV mortality cases 
are attributional to 
injecting drug use3

Over half of these 
people are currently 

living with hepatitis C 
virus (HCV).2

People  who 
inject drugs also 

represent

23-39% 
of new  

HCV infections.3

People who inject drugs 
face a range of social 

challenges that make them 
both susceptible to the 

virus and less likely to be 
treated promptly  

2

People who inject drugs found that HCV treatment 
had a positive impact on:

The Value of  
Hepatitis C Cure 

New research has found that the benefits of 
HCV treatment for people who inject drugs 
and cure go beyond clinical outcomes (such as 
liver health) and are linked to improved overall 
wellbeing and engagement in wider society.1for People Who Inject Drugs

Emotional 
wellbeing1

Confidence (67%)

Other aspects 
of health1
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Engagement 
in society1

Overall outlook for the 
future (79%)

Openess with 
others (55%)

Self Esteem (73%) 

Tiredness / fatigue (53%) 

Empowerment (62%)

30% became an advocate 
for HCV treatment

Energy levels (59%) 

Mental health / psychological (59%)  

6% started a sport or hobby 

13% obtained a new job

19% enrolled in  
education / training 
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Even though advances in science and treatment options have 
made HCV cure widely accessible, people who inject drugs often 

experience barriers to care such as…

About this research:
The survey was conducted by Gilead in partnership with clinical community experts to help better understand people 
who inject drugs. It was administered online to 124 people who inject drugs, all of whom had injected opioids or 
stimulants (currently or in the past) and had completed treatment with direct-acting antivirals. Participants came from 
across Europe: France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

Policy restrictions 
where proven 
interventions  

are not brought  
to scale2

Access to 
harm reduction 

services4 

Reluctance 
to approach 

support 
services5

Meaningful engagements with healthcare providers and peers 
encourage people who inject drugs to seek care.

Importance o f support  
fr om healthcare 
professionals: 1

Were encouraged by a 
healthcare professional 

Impact of understanding 
treatments and disease 
on starting treatment:1

Value of treatment 
experiences:1

Understanding e�ective 
treatments 

of participants said hearing
about positive experiences

75%
93% A supportive healthcare 

professional 

77% Understanding well-tolerated
treatments

75%

94%
would encourage them to seek and  
complete treatment


